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Those who have studied the published letters of Sir
Robert Peel must have followed with much interest
the revelations they contain of the gradual working
of Peel's mind towards the enlightened policy which
he afterwards adopted. - There are not many
passages in English history which enable one thus
to see into the mind and heart of a great states-
man, at a supreme crisis in national policy, which
allow us to observe how day after day, and by event
after event, a mind like that of Peel is won from all
early prejudices and traditions, and is brought to
recognise the truth of a great principle in political
affairs. O'Connell soon became a commanding
power in Ireland. Between him and Sir Robert
Peel there was not then, or at any other time, any-
thing like personal or political sympathy ; but Peel
could not help recognising the force of the new and
great power which was arising in political ' life.
O'Connell was peculiarly adapted by nature for the
part he had to play. He was a born agitator and
leader of agitations ; he was a popular orator of the
highest order. Nature had given him a commanding
presence ; he was a man of colossal stature and
colossal energy; and he had a voice which en-
raptured every listener. Long after O'Connell's
death, Mr. Disraeli, who had no personal or political
sympathy with the great Irish leader, wrote of Sir
Robert Peel, that Peel's was the finest voice to which
the House of Commons in his time had ever
listened, " except indeed, the thrilling tones of
O'Connell." The first Lord Lytton in his poem, " St.
Stephen's," breaks into positive raptures over the